American Agriculture's
State, Regional, and
National Initiatives to

Reduce Nutrient Losses in Ag r| Cu |tu re’s

the Mississippi River Basin

Nutrient Loss
Reduction
Efforts in the
MRB

A Presentation to the Gulf Hypoxia Task Force
Agricultural Nutrient Policy Council

Prepared by the f o Ms. Lauren Lurkins, President
gt Ao ) " \ Mr. Tom Hebert, Senior Advisor
3 < ' g M ANPC, December 14, 2021
S acner Recommended Elements of a State Framework
K% THeaTOn D, 2ot for Managing Nitrogen and Phosphorus Pollution
AR 16 20 I 1. Prioritize watersheds on a statewide basis for nitrogen and phosphorus loading
o reductions
2. Set watershed load reduction goals based upon best available information
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Pollution through Use of a Framework for State Nutrient Reductions
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5. Identify how the State will use its tools assure nutrient reductions from
unpermitted communities and systems

6. Identify where and how each of the tools identified above will be used within
targeted/priority sub-watersheds

7. Conduct annual public reporting of implementation activities and biannual
reporting of load reductions and environmental impacts

8. Develop work plan and schedule for numeric criteria development

“We hope that the framework will encourage development and implementation of effective
state strategies for managing nitrogen and phosphorus pollution. “
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STATE ACTIVITIES
The Hypoxia Task Force is planning a virtual public meeting in
FEDERAL ACTIVITIES December 2021. More information will be shared here as it
becomes available.
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USGS reported trends in annual total nitrogen loads to the Gulf of Mexico — 16% reduction of 16% from baseline
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4R Certification or Promotion Programs
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Farmers Own Private fforts

Table 4. Statewide Counts of BMPs in the 319 HUC12 Watersheds Included in this Study

BMP Type 1980 2016-2018
Pond Dams 14,884 20,429
Terraces 63,815 102,867
WASCOBs 16.213 53,835
Contour Buffer Strips 618 2,264
Grassed Waterways 40,888 134,007
Strip Cropping 258 527
Total 136,676 313,929
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Our Requests

» Give strong, ongoing and clear support for the core principles of
the Obama 2011 Framework Memo, and carry these policies
forward

» Federal partners engage directly and meaningfully with state
stakeholders responsible for the success of the state strategies

» Fund the practices called for in the strategies, and do so in a way
that is practical for farmers

Y

Help us develop a farmer-led practice data collection effort

Y

Foster strong collaborative efforts between agriculture and our
municipal neighbors and partners




Thanks!




